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Federal/State Mandated Regulations

Note: The most current federal/state mandated regulations for each state can be found in the links below.

Basic Health Care Services, Register 2003, No. 38; 9-19-2003 Title 28, The Department
of Managed Health Care Section 1300.67

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/1944154734C8A11ECA45D000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=
Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=Searchltem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Searc
h%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad720f200000188fd44c96add4b0837 % 3fppcid%3d32f04abcac954d5894 1507 1b06
a333b%26Nav%3dREGULATION PUBLICVIEWY%26fragmentldentifier%3d1944154734C8A11ECA45D000D3A7C4BC3
%26startindex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchltem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%260riginationConte
xt%3dSearch%2520Result&8list=REGULATION PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t T2=1300.67&t S1=CA+ADC+s
(f) Preventive health services (including services for the detection of asymptomatic diseases), which shall include, under
a physician's supervision.
(5) Immunizations for children in accordance with the recommendations of the American Academy of Pediatrics and
immunizations for adults as recommended by the U.S. Public Health Service.

Child Health Services, Including Immunizations, California Health and Safety Code
Section 1367.3, (for Ages 17 and 18)

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=1367.3&lawCode=HSC
(a) Every health care service plan that covers hospital, medical, or surgical expenses on a group basis shall offer benefits
for the comprehensive preventive care of children. This section shall apply to children 17 and 18 years of age, except
as provided in subparagraph (D) of paragraph (2) of subdivision (b). Every plan shall communicate the availability of
these benefits to all group contract holders and to all prospective group contract holders with whom they are
negotiating. This section shall apply to a plan that, by rule or order of the director, has been exempted from
subdivision (i) of Section 1367, insofar as that section and the rules thereunder relate to the provision of the
preventive health care services described herein.
(b) For purposes of this section, benefits for the comprehensive preventive care of children shall comply with both of the
following:
(1) Be consistent with both of the following:
(A) The most recent Recommendations for Preventive Pediatric Health Care, as adopted by the American
Academy of Pediatrics.
(B) The most current version of the Recommended Childhood Immunization Schedule/United States, jointly
adopted by the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, and the
American Academy of Family Physicians, unless the State Department of Public Health determines, within 45

Immunizations/Vaccinations Page 1 of 4
UnitedHealthcare West Benefit Interpretation Policy Effective 08/01/2025
Proprietary Information of UnitedHealthcare. Copyright 2025 United HealthCare Services, Inc.


https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I944154734C8A11ECA45D000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad720f200000188fd44c96add4b0837%3fppcid%3d32f04abcac954d5894150f71b06a333b%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI944154734C8A11ECA45D000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T2=1300.67&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I944154734C8A11ECA45D000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad720f200000188fd44c96add4b0837%3fppcid%3d32f04abcac954d5894150f71b06a333b%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI944154734C8A11ECA45D000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T2=1300.67&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
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https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I944154734C8A11ECA45D000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad720f200000188fd44c96add4b0837%3fppcid%3d32f04abcac954d5894150f71b06a333b%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI944154734C8A11ECA45D000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T2=1300.67&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I944154734C8A11ECA45D000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad720f200000188fd44c96add4b0837%3fppcid%3d32f04abcac954d5894150f71b06a333b%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI944154734C8A11ECA45D000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T2=1300.67&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I944154734C8A11ECA45D000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad720f200000188fd44c96add4b0837%3fppcid%3d32f04abcac954d5894150f71b06a333b%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI944154734C8A11ECA45D000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T2=1300.67&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=1367.3&lawCode=HSC
https://www.uhcprovider.com/content/dam/provider/docs/public/policies/signaturevalue-bip/preventive-care-services-ca.pdf
https://www.uhcprovider.com/content/dam/provider/docs/public/policies/comm-medical-drug/preventive-care-services.pdf

days of the published date of the schedule, that the schedule is not consistent with the purposes of this
section.
(1) Provide for the following:

(A) Periodic health evaluations.

(B) Immunizations.

(C) Laboratory services in connection with periodic health evaluations.

(D) Screening for blood lead levels in children of any age at risk for lead poisoning, as determined by a physician
and surgeon affiliated with the plan, if the screening is prescribed by a health care provider affiliated with the
plan.

(2) For purposes of this section, a health care provider is any of the following:
(1) A person licensed to practice medicine pursuant to Article 3 (commencing with Section 2050) of Chapter 5 of

Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code.

(2) A nurse practitioner licensed to practice pursuant to Article 8 (commencing with Section 2834) of Chapter 6 of

Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code.

(3) A physician assistant licensed to practice pursuant to Article 3 (commencing with Section 3513) of Chapter 7.7 of

Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code.

Child Health Services, Including Immunizations, California Health and Safety Code
Section 1367.35 (for Ages 16 and Under)

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes _displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=1367.35&lawCode=HSC
(a) On and after January 1, 1993, every health care service plan that covers hospital, medical, or surgical expenses on a
group basis shall provide benefits for the comprehensive preventive care of children 16 years of age or younger under
terms and conditions agreed upon between the group subscriber and the plan. Every plan shall communicate the
availability of these benefits to all group contract holders and to all prospective group contract holders with whom they
are negotiating. This section shall apply to each plan that, by rule or order of the director, has been exempted from
subdivision (i) of Section 1367, insofar as that section and the rules thereunder relate to the provision of the
preventive health care services described in this section.
(b) For purposes of this section, benefits for the comprehensive preventive care of children shall comply with both of the
following:
(1) Be consistent with both of the following:
(A) The Recommendations for Preventive Pediatric Health Care, as adopted by the American Academy of
Pediatrics in September of 1987.
(B) The most current version of the Recommended Childhood Immunization Schedule/United States, jointly
adopted by the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, and the
American Academy of Family Physicians, unless the State Department of Health Services determines, within
45 days of the published date of the schedule, that the schedule is not consistent with the purposes of this
section.
(2) Provide for all of the following:
(A) Periodic health evaluations.
(B) Immunizations.
(C) Laboratory services in connection with periodic health evaluations.

State Market Plan Enhancements

Some employer group plans have coverage for TB screening test required for employment due to exposure risk of
employment or for educational purposes.

Refer to the member’s EOC/SOB or contact the Customer Service Department to determine coverage eligibility.

Covered Benefits

Important Note: Covered benefits are listed in Federal/State Mandated Regulations, State Market Plan Enhancements,
and Covered Benefits sections. Always refer to the Federal/State Mandated Regulations and State Market Plan
Enhancements sections for additional covered services/benefits not listed in this section.

Note: Unless otherwise mandated, Immunizations and Vaccinations are covered in accordance with UnitedHealthcare’s
current Medical Policy titled Preventive Care Services.
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e Age- and gender-appropriate preventive medicine visits (wellness visits); all routine Immunizations recommended by
the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention when provided
by a contracted physician or medical group.

e Vaccinations or Immunizations that are directly related to the treatment of an injury, a condition, or direct exposure to
a disease, or are otherwise determined to be medically necessary. Refer to the Medical Policy titled Preventive Care
Services.

Not Covered

e Vaccines and Immunizations solely for the purpose of international travel unless the Immunizations are also
recommended in UnitedHealthcare’s current Benefit Interpretation Policy titled Preventive Care Services. Refer to the
State Market Plan Enhancements section for state-specific Market Plan Enhancements.

e Vaccines required for employment due to exposure risk of employment or for educational purposes unless Vaccines
are also recommended in UnitedHealthcare’s current Preventive Care Services or covered under the State Market
Plan Enhancements section.

e Vaccines and Immunizations required for insurance, marriage, adoption, immigration, camp, volunteer work,
licensure, certification or registration, sports or recreational activities are not covered, except as otherwise
recommended in UnitedHealthcare’s current Preventive Care Services. Refer to the State Market Plan Enhancements
section for state-specific market plan enhancements.

e Naturopathy: Immunizations, Vaccinations, injectable, intravenous infusions (does not include venipuncture for the
purpose of obtaining blood samples for laboratory studies).

¢ Vaccinations not meeting the criteria listed above in the Covered Benefits section.

Immunization: The process of being made immune or resistant to an infectious disease, typically by the administration of
a Vaccine. It implies that a Vaccine will trigger an immune response.

Vaccination: The physical act of administering any Vaccine.

Vaccine: A suspension of live (usually attenuated) or inactivated microorganisms (e.g., bacteria or viruses), fractions of
the agent, or genetic material of the administered to induce immunity and prevent infectious diseases and their sequelae.
Some Vaccines contain highly defined antigens (e.g., the polysaccharide of Haemophilus influenzae type b or the surface
antigen of hepatitis B); others have antigens that are complex or incompletely defined (e.g., Bordetella pertussis antigens
or live attenuated viruses).

References

Vaccines & Immunizations, https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/glossary/index.html. Accessed June 5, 2025.

Policy History/Revision Information

Date Summary of Changes
08/01/2025 Definitions
e Updated definition of:
o Immunization
o Vaccination
Supporting Information
e Updated References section to reflect the most current information
e Archived previous policy version BIP085.M
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Instructions for Use

Covered benefits are listed in three (3) sections: Federal/State Mandated Regulations, State Market Plan Enhancements,
and Covered Benefits. All services must be medically necessary. Each benefit plan contains its own specific provisions for
coverage, limitations, and exclusions as stated in the member’s Evidence of Coverage (EOC)/Schedule of Benefits
(SOB). If there is a discrepancy between this policy and the member’'s EOC/SOB, the member’'s EOC/SOB provision will

govern.
Immunizations/Vaccinations Page 4 of 4
UnitedHealthcare West Benefit Interpretation Policy Effective 08/01/2025

Proprietary Information of UnitedHealthcare. Copyright 2025 United HealthCare Services, Inc.



	Federal/State Mandated Regulations
	Basic Health Care Services, Register 2003, No. 38; 9-19-2003 Title 28, The Department of Managed Health Care Section 1300.67
	Child Health Services, Including Immunizations, California Health and Safety Code Section 1367.3, (for Ages 17 and 18)
	Child Health Services, Including Immunizations, California Health and Safety Code Section 1367.35 (for Ages 16 and Under)

	State Market Plan Enhancements
	Covered Benefits
	Not Covered
	Definitions
	References
	Policy History/Revision Information
	Instructions for Use

